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THE 39 MELACHOS [RIBIAT] PAGE 64 FF. .18

2: If the flame beneath the blech blew out:

If the flame beneath the blech blew out, one may not ask (or even hint to) a

non-Jew to reignite the flame because the rekindled flame brings about a new

and significant benefi; warm food ™

b-2) Indirect benefit
Benefit that is derived indirectly (i.. by default) of the non-Jew’s Melocho

act is not classified as a Halachic benefit.

\‘_ofAmira L’Akum, as shall be seen in the paragraphs ahead.

The basic premise of Amira L’ Akum

Many people mistakenly believe that it is permitted to allow a non-Jew to
do Melocho on one’s behalf if the non-Jew was not directly asked to do so, or if
he performed the Melocho on his own. Based upon this reasoning, some believe
that one may hint to the non-Jew (e.g. commenting that “the room is dark™’) and
have him turn on a light. However, this is a serious error, as shall be explained
further. ™

The general prohibition of Amira L’Akum is comprised of primarily two
categories, both of which are forbidden:

« Instructing ("Amirah")

+ Benefiting (Hana’ah)

The principles contained within these two categories are the basic guidelines
230a

b-3) Additional benefit

Benefit created through the Melocho of a non-Jew that merely enhances the
ease or comfort of an existing condition, but does not create a new condition is
not a forbidden form of positive benefit. Positive benefit is only forbidden when
it directly enables one to do or perform something that he could not have
otherwise accomplished:™?

» Example:

A non-Jew switches on a light in a dark room at night: The room was
previously unsuitable for reading, studying Torah, etc., and now is, One
may not use the illuminated room for any of these pm'poses.2 g
However, "additional benefit" that merely improves an existing condition is
permissible:

» Examples:

1) If the room was dimly illuminated (e.g. with a smail lamp), but there
was nevertheless enough light for one to read or study Torah with strain
and difficulty, one is permitted to remain in that room after a non-Jew

» Examples:

If a light was left on in a bedroom (disturbing one’s sleep), a non- Jew
wAy be apprised of the problem and permitted to switch off the light,
an electric alarm elock or timer started ringing, causing annoyance
discomfort, one may hint to a non-Jew that “the timer is ringing,
and we are not permitted to shut it” whereby he will deduce on his own
that he should shut the timer.

In the above examples, the benefit being derived is not from the Melocho
act itself, but rather from conditions evolving indirectly from the Melocho.
Hence, the Melocho is not producing this benefit.

Removal of an annoyance, such as a troublesome light or noise, is merely a
HgdﬂMult". It is not the same as the introduction of a new and
dimifﬁemmilted, provided the non-Jew was not asked
to do the Melocho.™™

Section 1/Chapter IV/E)/b)

live-in maids

Today’s live-in maid has limited obligati wiith e

> Examples:
= To take out the trash’*®
= To turn off lights or appliances’"
=« To wash the floor™

is permitted (see C above "Permissible forms of Amira ]_.’4-’A.IQ:|.nn"}.322

ahnvc)."n

of the Shabbos).”™

> Examples:

or otherwise benefit from it.***

b-2) The ruling of some Poskim on the Halachic status of contemporary

Some Poskim rule that a live-in maid nowadays is Halachically different
from ordinary domestic help, and from the maidservants discussed by the Poskim
of earlier generations. They contend that today’s live-in maids provide a kind of
work-related service (i.e. "domestic-service contractor”, or Kablan), whereas the
maidservant of those times was legally more subservient to her employer.
for lunch-
breaks, off-days, etc. as part of her working agreement. As such, she
may choose to do extra work on one day so as to acerue more free time
for a second day. Her obligations are work-related, not time-related.

Where this is so, there may be basis for a more lenient attitude in some cases.

Howewver, the terms upon hiring the live-in maid must clearly delineate that
she is not obligated to do any Melocho activities on Shabbos. Morecover, the
Halachic limitations would be the same as in ordinary cases of Amira L™ Akum:

= One may not ask the maid to perform any Melocho. Only R’ miza (hinting)

m One may not derive any positive benefit from the Melocho of the maid that
was done for him. Only prevenrive benefit and the like is permitted (refer to B/b

The activities of the maid must not involve "Zilzul Shabbos” (cheapening

1) One may not hint to (or even allow) a non-Jewish maid to switch on
the lights in a dark room on Shabbos, and ene may not read by that light

b) A domestic cleaning person

A domestic help (maid, cleaning lady, etc.) retains the Halachic status of a
§'chir Yom because she is paid as an hourly worker who must fulfill an
unspecified number and variety of duties for her employer during the time of her
employment,

As such, any Melocho performed by a hired domestic help is considered as
Sh’lichus on behalf of the employer (and family), as though there was a standing
request to do the Melocho. Accordingly, a domestic is not allowed to perform
any Melocho at all for the sake of the family, even without any hinting, and even
where 1o Hana'ah (positive benefit) is produced "

» Example:

One may not allow the domestic to shut a light, turn off a noisy alarm,

lower a flame etc. even though one may allow another non-Jew to do

these things,""




